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The Gospel for an Age of Doubt. By Henry Van Dyke. New 
York: The Macmillan Company, 1896. 

Dr. Van Dyke, on being invited to deliver "The Yale Lectures 
on Preaching," for 1896, departed from the custom of his prede- 
cessors who had sought to tell the divinity students how to preach. 
He applied himself to the more important question of what to 
preach. The result is an exposition of the new orthodoxy, which 
often rises into a noble eloquence. Though addressed to students, 
the style is never dry or scholastic, and Dr. Van Dyke is always 
vital and stimulating. 

In stating his problem the author is fair and frank. He con- 
fesses the failure of technical theology to interest or to help the 
modern man. "Tradition is powerless. Dry systems of dogma 
cannot quicken the soul." ..." Our age has its own character, 
its own perils, its own needs, its own hopes and aspirations. The 
only gospel that it is worth while to preach must stand in vital 
relation and speak with vital power to the present age." . . . 
"Already the dogmatic systems in which the inductive method is 
ignored or subordinated (whether made long ago or constructed 
yesterday as modern antiques) are out of date." 

There is a powerful chapter on "An Age of Doubt," in which 
the author collects the confessions of modern thinkers in their 
moments of depression. The picture is, however, not quite fair, 
for it would be just as easy to make a collection of the lamenta- 
tions of the saints as of the sceptics. Augustine and Bunyan and 
Jonathan Edwards had their moments of gloom, when everything 
seemed hopelessly black. The ages of faith were not, as a matter 
of fact, ages of optimism. 

Dr. Van Dyke finds the gospel for this age, not in a book, 
nor in a dogmatic system, but in a person. Like all writers 
of the " Christo-centric" school, he speaks nobly and per- 
suasively of personality, and then by some process of logic, so 
rapid that the reader cannot follow it, he identifies personality 
with Jesus of Nazareth, and him in turn with the ideal Christ — an 
ideal which has been the growth of many centuries. It is easier to 
follow all this with the spirit than with the understanding. 

The new theology has the defect of the old, that it is apt to pro- 
duce its effects by deepening the shadows rather than by really 
enhancing the light. In spite of his broad sympathies, like most 
other Christian apologists. Dr. Van Dyke magnifies Jesus at the 
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expense of the great men who prepared the way for him and of the 
race to which he belonged. 

"It is as if the heavens were swept bare of stars; and suddenly, 
unexpected, unaccompanied, the light of lights appears alone in 
supreme isolation. Nor is there anything in his antecedents, in his 
surroundings, to explain his appearance and radiance. There is 
nothing in the soil of the sordid and narrow Jewish race to pro- 
duce such an embodiment of universal love." 

If the historian refuses to accept this conception of the life of 
Jesus, the student of ethics must also challenge the statement which 
follows. "Alone among his followers who kneel at his command 
to confess their unworthiness and implore forgiveness, he stands 
upright and lifts a cloudless face to heaven in the inexplicable glory 
of piety without penitence. Moral perfection of this kind is not 
only without a parallel, it is also without an approach. Men have 
never attained to it, and there is no way for them to climb thither." 
One must question whether the contemplation of an unattainable 
perfection is a gospel for an age of doubt. 

The exigencies of the Christo -centric theology lead to the dan- 
gerous expedient of treating the ethical earnestness of avowed 
sceptics as a mere survival of an outgrown faith. Thus the author 
says of men like Scherer and Morley that they adhere " with proud 
but illogical persistence to the ethical consequences of the faith 
with which logic has broken ; like a son disinherited, but resolved 
to maintain the right of possession by the strong arm." This 
raises the whole question whether there is any natural basis for 
ethics. 

But the book, apart from its apologetic character, to which one 

may take exception, has real power. There are few pages without 

sentences which at once arrest attention by their beauty and sug- 

gestiveness. The chapters on Liberty, Sovereignty, and Service 

are especially strong. 

S. M. Crothers. 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Mental Development in the Child and in the Race ; Methods 
and Processes. By J. Mark Baldwin, Ph.D. (Second Edition.) 
New York and London : Macmillan & Co., 1897. Pp. 496. 

A book which has passed into its second edition within a year 
after publication, which has been discussed in every country where 
psychology is studied, and which is being translated into both 



